
West York Area School District
Board of School Directors

Multi-faceted Plan to Address the Pennsylvania Department
of Health Acting Secretary’s Masking Order of August 31, 2021

The following steps will be taken by the West York Area School District Board of School Directors,
Administration, and Solicitor to address the PADoH Masking Order and its impact on the District.

1. Approve a Board Resolution to Comply (School Board, Superintendent, Solicitor)
a. September 14, 2021, Work Session

2. Continue to Monitor and Address Community Concerns and Feedback Regarding the
Order (School Board, Superintendent, Administration)

a. Apprise the community of the status of the plan as appropriate

3. Accept Applications for Exemptions for Qualified Students (Administration)
a. The application is on the District website
b. Applications are being accepted as of Wednesday, September 8, 2021

4. Enforce the Mandate (Superintendent, Administration)
a. After adoption of the Resolution, and the end of the transition period, it is expected that

all students will wear face coverings beginning Thursday, September 16, 2021
i. Options for those choosing to not wear a face-covering:

1. West York Cyber Academy
2. Receiving an approved exemption

5. Write and Send Letters on Behalf of the District (School Board, Administration, Solicitor)
a. Petition legislators and legislative bodies to bring this matter back to one of local control

i. Pennsylvania Department of Health, Acting Secretary
ii. Governor Tom Wolf
iii. State and Local Legislators

6. Monitor Planned and Ongoing Legal Actions Across the Commonwealth (Solicitor,
Superintendent)

a. The District Solicitor and Superintendent will monitor legal actions regarding the Order as
they pertain to K-12 public education across the Commonwealth

i. Currently, there is pending litigation as follows:
1. Corman et. al v. Beam filed in the Commonwealth Court
2. On Friday, September 3, 2021, a Petition for Review and Application for Special Relief

was filed challenging the PA Department of Health (“Department”) face-covering order.



3. The Petition was filed by State Senator Jake Corman, two private schools, and a group of
parents of school-aged children attending pre-schools, private schools, and public
schools.

4. The Petition argues that the Department’s new face-covering order is unlawful because:
(1) the Department did not comply with the requirements of the Disease Prevention and
Control Act in issuing its Order; (2) the Department does not have the statutory authority to
impose control measures against healthy, non-infected people; and (3) the Department’s
Order usurps the exclusive powers of public schools to implement their own rules under
the Public School Code.

5. On Friday, September 3, 2021, the Commonwealth Court issued a scheduling directing:
(1) the Department must file its answer to the Application for Special Relief by September
8th; and (2) a hearing is scheduled on the Application for Special Relief on September
16th at 10:00 am.

7. File an Injunction (School Board, Solicitor)
a. If needed, the Board may take action at a public meeting to authorize the District Solicitor

to file an injunction with the goal to bring this matter back to one of local control
b. Estimates of time and costs will be requested of the District Solicitor prior to action being

taken

8. Adjust the Plan
a. As needed and based on events to include, but not limited to, those noted above
b. Upon return of this matter to local control, district families will be asked to provide input

and feedback about the matter of COVID-19 mitigation efforts
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