
 
 

Message from the Superintendent  

 Friday, March 6, 2020, 11:00 A.M. 

Greetings West York community, 

Today, March 6, 2020, Governor Tom Wolf held a press conference where it was announced that he 
would be issuing a General Disaster Declaration and that there are two presumptive positive cases of 
COVID-19 in Eastern Pennsylvania.  We also learned that Central Bucks School District’s Superintendent 
Dr. John Kopicki, closed five of their 26 schools in that district as a result of possible exposure to 
Coronavirus (COVID-19). I am reaching out today to provide our District families, students, and 
community with information about what the West York Area School District is doing to proactively address 
COVID-19. 

This is an unprecedented and evolving situation and the status can change daily.  At this point, we are 
taking steps in our buildings and on our buses to help mitigate the spread of any type of communicable 
disease/illness as follows: 

· In addition to the initial District communication and web resource page about COVID-19, we created 
an internal Pandemic Flu Committee to oversee prevention efforts, coordinate communication with 
stakeholders, and monitor the situation 24/7 through agencies such as the CDC and the Department 
of Health. Committee representatives also communicate directly with officials at the York County 
Office of Emergency Management (OEM) who receive direction from the Pennsylvania Department of 
Health.  

· Our Buildings and Grounds department (custodial staff) has secured Electrostatic Sprayers to 
disinfect all hard and soft surfaces, detailed cleaning of all surfaces will be conducted on a daily 
basis, extra supplies (cleaners, hand-sanitizers, etc.) have been ordered, and we are ventilating 
rooms and buildings with 24-hour fresh air. Emphasis will be placed on preparations for our 
after-school and weekend events to include this weekend’s musical and basketball playoffs. 

· Our faculty and staff have been informed about district-wide and building-specific plans as well as 
given information to share with students about steps they can take to stay healthy.  

· Reliance Transportation, which is our contracted transportation vendor, will disinfect the buses 
weekly with a bleach solution and has provided drivers with supplies to clean vehicles daily to 
disinfect seats, handrails, etc.  Handwashing stations are established for drivers at the bus lot, and 
educational information regarding mitigating the spread of germs has been provided to the drivers. 

  



COVID-19 has now been confirmed in neighboring states, and as mentioned, we now have two 
presumptive positive cases in Pennsylvania. Should we have cases in York County and/or in West York, 
we will take direction from our local and state health organizations, as well as the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education on the appropriate process to protect our faculty, staff, students, and 
community.  We are asking you, our families and community, to do your part by following the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommendations: 

· Wash hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds  

· Use hand sanitizer if soap and water are not available 

· Avoid touching eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands 

· Avoid close contact with people who are sick 

· Stay home when sick. Students who have a fever of 100.4 or higher should be fever-free without the 
aid of fever-reducing medications  for at least 24 hours before returning to school. 

· Cough or sneeze into an elbow or use a tissue and place it immediately in the trash 

· Clean and disinfect objects and surfaces that are frequently touched 

· Follow the guidance on the CDC website about creating a household plan should COVID-19 affect 
your family 

  

You can find additional information on the PA Department of Health’s website. It is the District’s priority to 
provide guidance and resources to keep our students and employees healthy during this pandemic flu 
outbreak and to provide the school community with timely and accurate information.  Please monitor our 
website for general updates.  Should something urgent arise that requires immediate action on the part of 
the District and our students and community, we will communicate that information immediately. 

  

Sincerely, 

Dr. Todd M. Davies 

Superintendent 

  

 


