
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This communication supersedes all previous communication.  
Previous communications are archived on the District’s COVID-19 Webpage.  

 
 
 
Friday, May 22, 2020 
 
 
Greetings, West York Area School District Community: 
 

Graduation walks were held at the high school this week under the direction of Principal Jones. The 
graduation committee did a wonderful job with the logistics and planning to ensure a smooth process for our 
seniors. I have confidence that the video production company will produce a film that captures the spirit and 
pride of our seniors, and that it will be cherished by our seniors and their families for years to come. We will 
recognize Friday, June 5, 2020, as West York’s Class of 2020 official date of graduation.  

 
Over the past few weeks, it may have appeared as though the focus of the District was on our seniors 

and how best to deliver a graduation ceremony. It’s true that this has been at the forefront of our public board 
meetings and discussions. However, we have also been looking ahead toward fall and the start of the 
2020-21 school year and what that may look like for our current K-11 students as well as our incoming 
kindergarteners. Not only are we planning for a traditional opening, but we are also formulating contingency 
plans in case we do not open in the traditional manner. We are planning for possible contingencies in 
classroom/on-line instruction, transportation, student nutrition, etc. Our goal is to provide a more seamless 
instructional program at all levels that will augment, and to the extent possible, mirror regular classroom 
instruction. Without knowing specifics on how the new school year will begin, I'm certain that the 2020-21 
school year will probably require schools, students, and families to make adjustments in some way.  

 
Monday, May 25, 2020, is Memorial Day. Traditionally, it is commemorated in West York by a parade 

followed by speeches and remarks at the Memorial Plaza behind the Middle School. This is one more 
tradition that COVID-19 has taken from us this year - not only in West York but in many communities across 
this nation. While the parade and subsequent gathering may not take place this year, we must still honor the 
sanctity of Memorial Day and what it represents. Memorial Day is a day to pause, remember, and honor 
those who made the ultimate sacrifice while protecting and serving our country in the armed services of the 
United States. The freedoms we enjoy today have been paid for by the lives of those lost. I also ask that you 
honor the families who lost loved ones as they bear the poignant pride and unrelenting grief long after their 
loved one has passed. Our current servicemen and women, my son included, serve knowing that they may 
need to be placed in harm's way in order to protect our liberty and freedom; now, more than ever, I urge each 
of you to take the time to thank our veterans and active-duty servicemen and women whenever possible.  

 
As mentioned in a previous communication, we will be scheduling families to collect belongings from 

all buildings during the week of June 1st. More information will be coming from building principals early next 
week. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.wyasd.org/corona-virus-information


 
 

Looking ahead: 
 

● On Monday, June 1, 2020, at 5:30 pm, the Board will hold its first ad hoc committee meeting. This 
committee has been formed to address the continuity of educational services during the COVID-19 
Pandemic. This meeting is open to the public, and will be held virtually via a Zoom webinar platform. 
As with our Work Session and Board Meetings, and it will be live-streamed on the District’s YouTube 
Channel. All are welcome to attend by registering here.  

 
● As allowed by the essential services clause in Governor Wolf’s Stay at Home Order, our student 

nutrition department continues to offer a “drive-thru” meal pick up at the Middle School from 11-Noon 
each weekday for anyone under the age of 18, through Friday, June 12, 2020. Information about meal 
distribution during the school closure can be found on our website and communicated through social 
media. To date, the student nutrition team led by Mr. Scott Rutkowski, has served over 30,822 
take out meals. Thank you to the student nutrition team for this amazing service to the community!  
 

● As we have done in the past, we will offer a summer lunch program that will begin on Monday, June 
15, and it will run through a date to be determined in August, 2020. This will be a Monday-Thursday 
program. At this time, it will most likely be a “drive-thru” situation as we have now. More details will be 
coming soon.  
 

Reminders: 
 

● All District buildings and grounds (including fields and playgrounds) are closed to all but essential 
personnel. Please respect the barriers placed at these locations as they are there for the protection of 
our community. Additionally, all evening, weekend, extra-curricular, and District rentals are canceled 
or postponed until further notice. 

 
● We continue to positively engage our students and community through online resources and social 

media during the closure. 
○ Twitter Link 
○ Facebook Link 

 
● The weekly Blue & White is still published at the end of each week and delivered via email. Past 

issues may be found here. 
 

● Please continue to look for communication and updates from the District through Blackboard, our 
website, and social media. 

 
Today, Friday, May 22, 2020, York County has officially moved to the “Yellow” stage of Governor 

Wolf’s reopening plan. While this is good news and shines some light at the end of this tunnel, I continue to 
urge everyone to practice healthy habits in accordance with the recommendations from our health officials. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Todd M. Davies 
Superintendent 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1TTmNXolcyvzKTn8N0xyew
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1TTmNXolcyvzKTn8N0xyew
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_havLWcncRF-e8PWJlEO17Q
https://www.wyasd.org/
https://twitter.com/wyasdblue
https://www.facebook.com/WYASDBulldogs/
https://www.wyasd.org/weekly-blue-white-archives?lang=es
https://www.wyasd.org/

