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The West York School Board and Administration Respond to Acting Secretary
Beam’s Mask Mandate

On Tuesday, the West York Board of Directors addressed the August 31, 2021,
Pennsylvania Department of Health (PADoH) Masking Order by passing a Multi-Faceted
Plan. The purpose of the Plan is to publicly agree to follow the Mask Order while also
communicating the Board’s disapproval of the timing and manner by which the order
was issued, with little input from the local community or regard for local control. 

Two of the plan’s eight facets received separate votes. The first vote occurred at
the Workshop Meeting on September 14th, when the Board passed a resolution after
lengthy public and Board commentary. The resolution was passed to convey the
Board’s decision to comply and enforce the requirements of the Order, but also to send
a clear message of dissatisfaction regarding the lack of local input. The District engaged
in significant efforts to develop and approve by its Board of Directors, a state required
health and safety plan, which included studying local data, receiving extensive feedback
from community members, and consulting with outside experts and legal counsel.  In
the end - the Order was issued without notice, guidance, or consideration of the efforts
already taken by the Board and District to address the safety of students and staff.

The second vote occurred on September 21st, when the Board approved a
motion to join the existing Corman et al v. Beam lawsuit. Similar to the resolution, the
decision to join the lawsuit is based on the fact that the Board of School Directors and
the District believe that school districts across the Commonwealth should be locally
controlled.  The West York Board of Directors and the District Administration are
committed to taking any and all reasonable measures to ensure the health and safety of
the entire school community without the State getting involved. Therefore, the Board of
School Directors sees the act of joining the lawsuit as a means of putting actions to
words and having the lawfulness of the Order reviewed. The Board and District believe
any and all mitigation strategies and decisions should be locally controlled.

Other elements of the plan include sending letters to local representatives and
senators, and continually monitoring and addressing community concerns.
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