
Pennsylvania Department of Education
and the Pennsylvania Department of Health Updates
Effective April 12th

The Pennsylvania Departments of Health (PADoH) and Education (PDE) have provided
updated guidance on public health standards to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 for social
distancing, the required timeframe for closures of school buildings because of reported positive
cases, and new guidance to the recommendations in learning models based on the levels of
community spread.

The West York School District will adopt the guidance provided for the length of school
closures and continue to adhere to the recommended instructional model based on levels of
community transmission. The District's blended learning model is consistent with the new
guidance.

Social Distancing
WYASD’s current physical distancing guidelines, as outlined in our Board Approved Health

and Safety Plan, will remain in effect so that the logistics of instructional models are not disrupted.
Current distancing guidelines have been successfully implemented for the current school year. The
updated guidance for elementary and secondary schools is as follows:

● Elementary
○ New guidance allows for elementary school students to be at least three feet apart (while in

classrooms), regardless of the community transmission level and six feet apart to the
maximum extent feasible in all settings outside of the classroom and other instructional
spaces including (i.e. transitions)

■ Maintain six feet of distance to the maximum extent feasible:
● In all settings outside of the classroom and other instructional spaces (i.e. transitions)
● Between adults in the school building (teachers and staff), and between adults and

students.
● When masks can't be worn, such as when eating.
● During activities when increased exhalation occurs, such as singing, shouting, band,

or sports and exercise.
● In common areas such as school lobbies and auditoriums.

✓ As mentioned above, the District will continue to adhere to our Board Approved
Health and Safety Plan, which can be found here.

● Secondary
○ New guidance allows for middle and high school students to be at least three feet apart

(while in classrooms) in areas of low and moderate community transmission.
○ In areas of substantial community transmission, students should be six feet apart (while in

classrooms) to the maximum extent feasible, if cohorting is not possible.

■ Maintain six feet of distance to the maximum extent feasible:
● In all settings outside of the classroom and other instructional spaces including (i.e.

transitions)
● Between adults in the school building (teachers and staff), and between adults and

students.

https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/default.aspx#distancing
https://233b8623-6bc4-4fc2-b6e3-40dcbeca2827.filesusr.com/ugd/13e090_33dc824ce4574081b01a9ec51bf9fb05.pdf
https://233b8623-6bc4-4fc2-b6e3-40dcbeca2827.filesusr.com/ugd/13e090_33dc824ce4574081b01a9ec51bf9fb05.pdf
https://233b8623-6bc4-4fc2-b6e3-40dcbeca2827.filesusr.com/ugd/13e090_33dc824ce4574081b01a9ec51bf9fb05.pdf


● When masks can't be worn, such as when eating.
● During activities when increased exhalation occurs, such as singing, shouting, band,

or sports and exercise.
● In common areas such as school lobbies and auditoriums.

✓ As mentioned above, the District will continue to adhere to our Board Approved
Health and Safety Plan, which can be found here.

School Closure due to Positive Cases of COVID-19
Current closure guidelines due to positive cases of COVID-19 have been updated by PDE

for the current school year. The updated guidance for elementary and secondary schools is as
follows:

● Elementary (WYASD Elementary Schools are Considered Small Schools with less than 500
students, faculty, and staff.)
○ 2-4 cases reported

■ Low or Moderate Transmission
● Reduce closure from 3-5 days (previous requirement) to 1-2 days

■ Substantial Transmission
● Reduce closure from 3-5 days (previous requirement) to 2-3 days

○ 5 or more cases reported
■ All Transmission levels

● Reduce closure from 14 days (previous requirement) to 5 days

● Secondary (WYASD Secondary Schools are Considered Medium Schools with 500-900
students, faculty and staff.)
○ 4-6 cases reported

■ Low or Moderate Transmission
● Reduce closure from 3-5 days (previous requirement) to 1-2 days

■ Substantial Transmission
● Reduce closure from 3-7 days (previous requirement) to 2-3 days

○ 7 or more cases reported
■ All Transmission levels

● Reduce closure from 14 days (previous requirement) to 5 days

Other Updates
● While in the substantial designation, Districts have the option of a *blended learning model or

full remote learning (previously, only full remote learning was recommended).
● For contact tracing, the guidance indicates that the distance to identify close contacts for

quarantining purposes, remains at six feet.

✓ The District will continue to remain open for all interested students; Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday Friday at all levels. All students will continue to have a full
remote option through the WYCA.

*Blended learning model is identified as any model in which the number of students in a school building is reduced to allow for
recommended social distancing practices in classrooms and other learning spaces. The District’s cyber academy and remote
learning options allow for this reduction.

https://233b8623-6bc4-4fc2-b6e3-40dcbeca2827.filesusr.com/ugd/13e090_33dc824ce4574081b01a9ec51bf9fb05.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/SchoolClosureRecommentations.aspx

