
 
May 12, 2020 
 

Greetings, West York Area High School Families, 
 
With the end of the 2019-2020 school year upon us, the West York Area High School would 
like to communicate information regarding changes to our grading procedures as a result of the 
Covid-19 health pandemic. These decisions have been made with consideration being given to 
statements and guidelines provided by Governor Wolf, the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education, and District solicitors.  
 
The third marking period at West York Area High School ended on March 13th, the last day of 
operations before the government shutdown of schools. Following this closure, the West York 
Area School District successfully implemented and followed a Continuity of Education Plan. 
Since April 6th, when Distance Learning officially began, instruction has been provided through 
the use of District provided technology and on the online platform of Canvas. This practice will 
continue until May 29th; the revised end of the fourth marking period.  
 
Additionally, the aforementioned closure of schools impacted the grading and credit attainment 
process of districts across the Commonwealth. As a result, the following is being adopted by 
the West York Area High School in regards to the calculation of end of year grades for the 
second semester. 
 

● Work completed after March 13th can only have a positive impact on a student’s 
grade. 

● Any student who passed the third marking period cannot fail the course. 
Therefore, whichever grade is higher between the grade at the end of the third 
marking period and the cumulative earned grade for the Semester Two class, 
that is the grade that will be used as the official course grade, and the student will 
receive credit for the course. 

● Any student who failed the third marking period (69 or less), will pass the course 
if their cumulative earned grade for the Semester Two class is 70 or above. In 
this case, the cumulative earned grade for the Semester Two class will be used 
as the end of the course grade, and the student will receive credit for the course. 

● Any student who failed the third marking period (69 or less), which accounts for 
only the time prior to the pandemic, will fail the course if they did not earn a 
passing grade (70 or above) by the end of the course. In this case, whichever 
grade is higher between the end of the third marking period and the cumulative 
earned grade for the Semester Two course, that is the grade that will be used as 
the end of course grade. If the student fails the course, they will not receive credit 
for the course. 

 



The efforts put forth during these trying times by the District leadership team, faculty, staff, 
parents, guardians, and students have enabled all stakeholders to stay connected with the 
West York Area High School, and have provided our students with the opportunity to continue 
to grow academically. We thank you for your support during these uncertain times. If you have 
any questions regarding the changes in our grading procedures, please contact a High School 
administrator. Please continue to stay safe and be well. 
 
With Bulldog Pride, 
Carrie R. Jones 
Principal 
West York Area High School 
(717) 845-6634 x2006 


