
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This communication supersedes all previous communication.  
Previous communications are archived on the District’s COVID-19 Webpage.  

 
 
Friday, May 1, 2020 
 
 
Greetings, West York Area School District Community: 
 

It’s hard to believe it’s the first of May, and we’re now entering our final month of the 2019-20 school 
year. As we have in past years, our administrative team has been meeting and planning to wrap-up the 
school year. For obvious reasons, this year will look a little different. Please read below for details.  

 
Two important end-of-year updates: 
 
First update - On Wednesday, May 6, 2020, the Board will be meeting to discuss and take action on an 
important change to the 2019-20 school calendar.  Specifically, I will be asking the Board to end the 
academic school year on Friday, May 29, rather than Friday, June 5, 2020.  This change is necessary and 
will:  

1. Allow teachers to collaborate and begin planning for the 2020-21 school year.  In addition to planning 
for the regular opening of school, we will also need to put plans in place that will allow the District to 
respond to various potential scenarios brought on by the Covid-19 pandemic.  

2. Provide time for parents to pick up student items left behind as a result of the closure and drop off 
items such as textbooks and other school property.  
 

○ The end-of-year schedule will look something like this: 
■ May 29: Final day of student instruction 
■ June 1-5:  Families will be scheduled to pick up personal items (which will be bagged 

for them) and drop off school items prior to summer. 
■ June 8: Make-up week for picking up personal items (which will be bagged for them) 

and dropping off school items. 
 
Second update - In an effort to maximize student engagement and instruction over the summer months, 
plans are being made to provide students the opportunity to continue using the District issued Chromebooks 
and certain website subscriptions until schools reopen. We are still finalizing these plans and will 
communicate specific details within the next few weeks.  

 
Re-cap of the week of April 27 - May 1, 2020:  
 

● On Wednesday, April 29, 2020, a survey was shared with the West York community to assess how 
distance learning is going, thus far, for our students.  Your input is important as it will allow us to make 
adjustments to the process and offer appropriate support to our students. The survey will close on 
Monday, May 4, 2020, at 8:30 pm. 
 

https://www.wyasd.org/corona-virus-information
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8Z7O2ztLAvWKcWxg9zwvimJYMBbvQHkGrXrImks0y8jjtQw/viewform


 
 
 

Looking ahead: 
 

● Next Tuesday, May 5, 2020, at 5:00 pm, we will hold the District Educational Programming 
Committee (EPC) Meeting via Zoom. Our committee meetings are open to the public, and you may 
attend by registering here.  
 

● On Wednesday, May 6, 2020, at 4:45 pm, the Board will hold a Special Meeting for general 
purposes. The meeting will be held virtually via a Zoom webinar platform, and it will be live-streamed 
on the District’s YouTube Channel.  All are welcome to attend by registering here. 
 

● On Wednesday, May 6, 2020, at 7:30 pm, please tune-in to ABC27’s COVID-19 special. They will be 
interviewing superintendents from the area about the current state of education during this pandemic, 
and I will be one of the interviewees. 
 

● On Tuesday, May 12, 2020, at 6:30 pm, the Board will hold its monthly Work Session Meeting. The 
meeting will be held virtually via a Zoom webinar platform, and it will be live-streamed on the District’s 
YouTube Channel.  All are welcome to attend by registering here. 
  

● On Tuesday, May 19, 2020, at 6:30 pm, the Board will hold its regular Board Meeting. The meeting 
will be held virtually via a Zoom webinar platform, and it will be live-streamed on the District’s 
YouTube Channel.  All are welcome to attend by registering here.  
 

○ Please note that the above registration links are unique to each meeting.  
 

● As allowed by the essential services clause in Governor Wolf’s Stay at Home Order, our student 
nutrition department continues to offer a “drive-thru” meal pick up at the Middle School from 11-Noon 
each weekday for anyone under the age of 18. Information about meal distribution during the school 
closure can be found on our website and communicated through social media. Thank you to the 
student nutrition team for this amazing service to the community!  
 

● A graduation committee has been formed and includes teachers, administrators, and senior class 
officers. The purpose is to create a plan to hold a graduation ceremony that will be as close to normal 
as possible, while also adhering to the guidelines set forth by Governor Wolf for mitigating the spread 
of COVID-19. We plan to present our plan to the Board at Wednesday’s meeting. 
 

● Our Class of 2020 seniors are featured on the marquee at the High School. If you happen to drive by, 
be sure to check it out!  
 

Reminders: 
 

● All District buildings and grounds (including fields and playgrounds) are closed to all but essential 
personnel. Please respect the barriers placed at these locations as they are there for the protection of 
our community. Additionally, all evening, weekend, extra-curricular, and District rentals are canceled 
or postponed until further notice. 

 
● A Google online form where District families and community members may pose questions to us 

regarding the closure is open for submissions. Our response to the questions we received can be 
found on this page. 
 

● We continue to positively engage our students and community through online resources and social 
media during the closure. 

○ Twitter Link 
○ Facebook Link 

 

https://wyasd.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYpde-tqz4vHdKxVxyVIiRYAGFLUweGYrP0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1TTmNXolcyvzKTn8N0xyew
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_K1DSe_JKT1mhxl2ggowehA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1TTmNXolcyvzKTn8N0xyew
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_CxTeiFZ0SWyfGdOwv6U0eg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1TTmNXolcyvzKTn8N0xyew
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vpuqGfKQRYaHqyaayHlNRw
https://www.wyasd.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYg1fXe_8VN7azDE3zM01pc4A7jDjVBAyTqVtzO64xlvbk8w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYg1fXe_8VN7azDE3zM01pc4A7jDjVBAyTqVtzO64xlvbk8w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYg1fXe_8VN7azDE3zM01pc4A7jDjVBAyTqVtzO64xlvbk8w/viewform
https://www.wyasd.org/covid-19-q-a-page
https://twitter.com/wyasdblue
https://www.facebook.com/WYASDBulldogs/


● The weekly Blue & White is still published at the end of each week and delivered via email. Past 
issues may be found here. 
 

● Please continue to look for communication and updates from the District through Blackboard, our 
website, and social media. 

 
Next week is Teacher Appreciation Week, and I can’t think of anyone more deserving of our 

appreciation right now than the faculty and staff of our District. Now, more than ever, educators are the 
reason for our students’ successes and the overall success of the District. I am humbled by the extraordinary 
lengths they have taken to connect with their students during this time and to make sure each student 
receives the best possible educational experience while providing a much needed sense of consistency and 
routine.  

 
Please join me in thanking each one of them for making the choice to become an educator and for 

choosing to practice their craft and share their love of education with the students of the West York Area 
School District.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
Todd M. Davies 
Superintendent 
 

https://www.wyasd.org/weekly-blue-white-archives?lang=es
https://www.wyasd.org/

